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Teachers First To Get New Tools To Tackle Violent Extremism

Secondary school teachers across Lancashire are the first in England to gain access to new
tools, specifically designed to assist them in dealing with the sensitive topic of violent extremism
in the classroom and the community.

The package of tools are being made available to teachers in all 100 maintained secondary
schools across the county to help pupils gain the skills needed to identify complex issues
around violent extremism which include far right and animal liberation.

The tools include a website called www.wherestheline.co.uk which addresses issues
including recruitment, freedom of speech and incitement through downloadable lesson plans,
real life cartoons, news clips and discussion scenarios. The website, designed by d2 Digital, is
the first of its kind to tackle the topic and has been developed with the involvement of teachers.
Behind their development is a group of teaching and education advisors and the Police who
have been working under the leadership of the Lancashire Preventing Violent Extremism Forum.
A series of seminars held by the group with teachers in Lancashire, revealed a need for more
resources around the topic and resulted in the development of the tools. All the resources
have been designed in line with guidance set by the Toolkit from the Department of Children,
Families and Schools, Learning Together To be Safe.

Superintendent Pratt comments,

“We want to keep our children safe from harm and we need to give them
the skills to do so. This material is going to be available to all schools and
we now have on 18 schools from across the county which have volunteered
to be champions and test run the material over the next 18 months.”

Koser Mahmood is an English Teacher at a school in Lancashire, where a vast majority of the
pupils at her school are white British and around 18% being of a minority ethnic background.
The plans are to use the website throughout the school in English, RE and Humanities classes.
Koser says,

“Counteracting violent extremism is an important part of the community
cohesion programme. It is regarded as a topic that is very sensitive and,
understandably, many teachers lack the confidence and vocabulary
needed to address it. But we must address it. The flexible content in www.
Wherestheline.co.uk can be used across the curriculum and its format
means children can create and their own scenarios which allow them to
learn effectively from the debate.”
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Graham Mallinson is from d2 Digital, the digital specialists which has designed and built the
website. He comments

“An online resource provides those public authorities and agencies
charged with the responsibility of tackling such sensitive issues with a
cost effective and accessible means with which to deliver their work. In
doing so they are able to start a debate that will change behaviour and
potentially save lives"

www.wherestheline.co.uk and other tools will be showcased to other schools and authorities
across England today at a ‘Learning Together To Be Safe’ event in London hosted by the
Department of Schools Children and Families.

For more information contact
Rachel Griffiths on mob 07793 200888
or Rachel@therconsultancy.co.uk

Notes to Editors

e Interviews are available with Superintendent Andrew Pratt, Koser Mahmood and Graham
Mallinson at d2 Digital. Contact Rachel Griffiths on 07793 200888

e Journalists can log into the www.wherestheline.co.uk website to view all the tools with the
following details

e Username: press@wherestheline.co.uk Password: press

e The Government’s Counter Terrorism Strategy is called PROJECT Contest and the report was
refreshed in March 2009 by the House of Commons Home Affairs Committee.

e The PREVENT strategy is highlighted within the Project Contest report and recognises the
importance of working with children and young people to build resilience to violent extremism
and to protect those who are vulnerable

¢ One year ago the Department of Children Families and Schools published a Toolkit for schools.
It includes advice on understanding the issues, practical advice for schools, teaching and
learning in the national curriculum and managing risk and responding to events.
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